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Abstract 

Fishburgers were developed from Selaroides leptolepis and Aristichthys nobilis. 
Inhouse sensory evaluation showed that the formulation with a ratio of 40:60 S. leptolepis 
to A. nobilis was most acceptable. A market trial of the product showed good acceptability 
in terms of taste, texture, colour and juiciness. 52.8% of the respondents were willing to 
purchase the fishburgers at a price range of US$2.24 to US$2.60.



Introduction 

Of the many species of fish caught in the waters off the coast of Malay

sia, a significant proportion constitutes commercially unimportant and hence 

underutilized species (29% of the total marine fish catch in 1994) (Anon. 1994). 

Currently, most of the underutiliz.ed species are processed by traditional meth

ods such as curing, which do not involve high costs. However, such products 

do not enjoy high-market value (Yu and Siah 1996). The supply of fish for 

human consumption can be greatly enhanced by reducing post-harvest losses 

and better utilization of small pelagics and shrimp by-catch (Morrissey 1988). 

Value-added products from these species can have good profit potential with de

mand from major markets such as Japan, USA, and the European Community 

(Lambert, 1990). Market opportunities are available for developing countries in 

value-added fish products (Young 1982; FAO 1987). Development of minced fish 

and mince-based products provide dual opportunities for the utilization of low

value fish for human consumption as well as diversification of the fish process

ing industry into international trade in value-added products. Underutilized 

fish have been processed into useful consumer products such as cutlets from 

threadfin bream (Joseph et al. 1984); breaded patties from cat fish (Burgin et 

al. 1985); and fish balls from nrixed by-catch (Jantawat and Y amprayoon 1990). 

Selaroides leptolepis accounted for 3% of the total marine fish catch of 

1,065,585 mt in Malaysia in 1994 (Anon. 1994). It is a relatively small pelagic 

fish and a substantial quantity is salted, or salted and dried. Ari.stichthys ,wbilis 

or big head carp is a common species cultured in disused mining pools in 
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